Abstract: Based on the web of Science database, such as the countries, research institutes, core authors, key journals and the distribution of research fields, the number of corporate social responsibility(CSR), articles published during 20 years (1994 to 2013 ) in the world were analyzed by bibliometric method. The total of 1,544 articles and their top 20 countries, research institutes, core authors, key journals and research fields for the literature types, the number of annual articles was retrieved globally. Analyses of status and trends of CSR researches in the world based on bibliometrics were performed for providing information to CSR researchers and decision makers.
Introduction


With the continued development of global environmental movement and the prevalence of the concept of sustainable development, there is a consensus that corporate social responsibility should be taken [1] . Corporate social responsibility (CSR) is generally defined that companies take into account the expectations of stakeholders to take specific actions and measures, which is based on economic, social and environmental principles of the triple bottom line [2, 3] . Academics focus on corporate social problems has been going on for decades [4] [5] [6] [7] . However, research on corporate social responsibility was widely deployed in recent years [8, 9] . Scholars made a series of research progress, related to CSR theoretical analysis [10] , macroscopic or microscopic analysis of research methods [11] , performance considerations [12] , and many other aspects.
The bibliometrics based on literature fact has been widely used in many fields, which can reflect interdisciplinary at macro level objectively and quantificationally, reveal the development direction of new theories [13] . These studies revealed the importance of specialist topics from different angles, described the literature distribution trends of relevant fields in time and space [14] . Related to CSR research, scholars in the world have been used to analyze the contents of CSR literature about theoretical framework analysis [15] , many definitions of combing study [16] , etc.. However, there is little information of CSR situation with bibliometrics analysis.
Web of science database is a large, comprehensive, multidisciplinary, core journals Citation Index database. Science literature can reflect the development dynamics of science forefront. ISI Web of science database has become a world-recognized and most important evaluation tool for sciences. Therefore, in order to understand the situation of CSR research in the world, the CSR literature was analyzed within the ISI Web of science database during 20 years (1994) (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) (2003) (2004) (2005) (2006) (2007) (2008) (2009) (2010) (2011) (2012) (2013) . The development trend of CSR research was revealed from the angle of scientific literature output. The aim of the study was to grasp the overall development situation of the CSR research, which can provide reference for CSR researchers and decision makers in the world, promote the sustainable development of CSR scientific research and the enterprises to realize social responsibility better .
Materials
Web of Science database was used as data sources 
Results and Discussion
The General Situation and Trend Analysis of CSR Literature in the World
There was 1,544 literature of CSR research in Web of Science database from 1994 to 2013 (Table 1 ). The literature types were proceeding paper, article, review, editorial material, meeting abstract, news item and book chapter There were 1,654 CSR articles. The main literature types of CSR research were proceedings paper and articles. (Because one paper could be classified into several subjects in Thomson Reuters subject classification, so the whole literature number was more than 1,544 and the percentage added more than 100% in Table 1 ).
According to Web of Science database, the published number of CSR literature increased year by year from 2001 to 2013 (Fig. 1) . The CSR literature CSR literature dispatch number overall upward trend, which had increased rapidly since 2006 and was highest in 2012. The number of CSR literature was 258 in 2012, which was nearly 64.5 times as against 2001 (only 4 literatures). CSR related research was increasingly extensive, more and more attention has been paid to CSR research by scientists in the world.
The Output Situation of CSR Literature in the World
The global top 20 countries of published literature in CSR research from 1994 to 2013 were listed in Table 2 . The literature number of CSR research in China, the United States, England, Romania and Spain were dominant in the world. During the 20 years, 
Publication Year
Analyses on Research Status of CSR in the World 150
there was 388 literature of CSR in China, which was the first one in the world. The literature number in United States was 217, the literature number of China and the USA was far more than that in England (108) and Romania (106). China, the United States, England and Romania were most powerful four countries in CSR research, and were quite active in the CSR field. The developed countries and the developing countries had equal shares.
The Situation of Research Institutes in CSR in the World
It can be seen from Table 3 that, the global top 20 CSR research institutes were ten from China, half of the number. Four came from the USA, one from Romania, one from Netherlands, one from Australia, 
The Core Authors Situation of CSR Literature in the World
According to the Price's formula M=0.749 (N max ) 1/2 , the literature number of core authors was more than M [17] . N max meaned the literature number of most prolific author. As Table 4 showed, the literature number of most prolific author was 8. By means of the formula, M=3.6 was regarded as the core authors which indicated that the author published literature number was higher than 3.6. It can be seen that top 20 authors were all core authors, who were the most prolific and active in CSR research. Of the top 20 core authors, seven were from China, four from Spain, three from the USA, two from Romania, one from England, one from Netherlands and one from Yugoslavia .
The Journals Situation of CSR Literature in the World
According to published article volumes, top 20 journals of CSR were ranked in Table 5 Control, Journal of Cleaner Production and Ecological Economics, their impact factor were 4.111, 3.398 and 2.855, respectively, which were in a leading position.
The Discipline Subordinated of CSR Literature in the World
The top five related disciplines of CSR were business economics, engineering, environmental sciences ecology, social sciences other topics and operations research management science ( Table 6 ). The literature number of business economics was 794 and far more than other disciplines, which comprised more than half of the total literatures. Because one paper could be classified into several subjects in Thomson Reuters subject classification, so the whole percentage added more than 100%.
Conclusions
The scientific literature was the wisdom of scientist through their hard working in a long learned way. It brought together the information of human technological advancements, witnessed the history of science and technology progress, and played a very important role in promoting the progress of science and technology [17] . The bibliometric analysis indicated that the main form of CSR literature were articles. By bibliometric analysis of CSR research related literature, the distribution of international CSR research strength , understanding between nations and research institutions and the hot core of CSR case studies can be found.
The number of research literature in the field of CSR research was overall upward trend, with the main form of published papers. In recent years, China has been in a number of CSR research literature upward trend, leapt to the world. The primary reason was that the investment in CSR research increased quickly. The CSR research received more and more attention, and the output of CSR literature increased dramatically. According to the literature number, the excellent research institutions and the core authors of the CSR research, it can be found that there was no clear winner for CSR research in developed and developing countries, although the developed countries were superior to developing countries as a whole in the aspects of comprehensive economic strength and technological strength, this is synchronized with the trend of economic globalization.
CSR is a rich connotation, extension broad comprehensive research topic, which has been involved in various fields of social sciences and natural sciences and is not simply limited to one domain. A large number of interdisciplinary researchers have concerned the CSR research, the research breadth and depth are expanding. The researchers of different disciplines have different ways of thinking inevitably, research skills and discovers. The exchange between the disciplines of academic collision is stimulating innovation. In this sense, CSR research focuses on non-mainstream disciplines, improve and promote CSR research for valuable jade hills. The author believe the progress of CSR research in future, subjects continued interaction will be further strengthen.
